<p> The history of Leprosy is "interwoven with civilization itself". 14 There is evidence that Leprosy was referenced in an Egyptian papyrus dated to 1550 B.C., 7 some translations suggest it is mentioned in ancient Indian hymns composed before the first millennium B.C., 12 and there may be references in the Old and New Testaments of the Bible 3 but this evidence is controversial. 3 The earliest writings that have widely accepted references to the disease are from the South Asian texts Sushruta Samhita and Kautilya's Arthashastra dated to the 6 th century B.C. 2 of the centra and on the superior and inferior articular surfaces, and spondylolysis, or fusion of the vertebrae (Fig 4a) . Similar changes were noted on the lumbar vertebrae (L3-L5). The left pisiform is present and there is a fracture on the articular facet for the triquetral (Fig.   4b ). The proximal half of the left and right tibiae are present and the compact bone surface on the right is irregular and evidence for infection (periostitis) is present (Fig. 4c) . Evidence for injury to an upper extremity is also commonly associated with a side effect of lepromatous leprosy, skin anaesthesia, 2 Other possible diagnoses, including tuberculoid leprosy and osteomyletis are unlikely. Tuberculoid leprosy, the relatively less infective form of the disease is not associated with disfigurement in the nasal and maxillary region of the facial skeleton. 2 There is no evidence for involucrae, or sequestering of necrotic bone lesions typical of Osteomyelitis, a bacterial infection of the bones and marrow often the result of injury. 28 Pathological changes indicate a diagnosis of leprosy is likely and thus this individual represents the earliest skeletal evidence for the disease.
<p> Leprosy is found in translations of the Atharva Veda, a compilation of hymns concerning disease and its treatment composed in the second millennium B.C.. 29 Our biological evidence for the presence of Leprosy in India during the second millennium B.C.
broadly supports the accuracy of this translation and indicates that the Atharva Veda is the first historical reference to the disease, its pathogenesis and treatment. Pleistocene migrations suggested previously. [4] [5] <p>Further research should be done on the geographic origin of the disease using an integrated approach that examines paleopathology and ancient DNA. Ancient DNA from the Mycobacterium may be preserved within the sinus cavities of the infected skeleton from Balathal and genomic comparison could provide evidence on whether this strain is closely related to the Type I form identified in Africa and Asia. 4 The first skeletal evidence from Dakhleh Oasis places the disease in Egypt after 400-250 B.C. 30 but there is a reference from Egypt that has been interpreted as evidence of more ancient knowledge of the disease, by 1550 B.C.. 7 There may be well-preserved molecular evidence in Egyptian material that has yet to be recognized because individuals were resistant and only expressed the tuberculoid form of the disease, were suffering from a latent infection, or otherwise lacked osseous manifestations. In these individuals, DNA evidence would be required for diagnosis. Until further work is done to identify the origin of the ancestral strain, this individual from Balathal marks the earliest evidence for lepromatous leprosy, which was present in a North Indian population as early as 1800 B.C., a time during which there was substantial interaction among populations throughout Asia, the Middle East, and Africa. 
